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Synopsis

Eterno sA mbolo del amor que brota incontenible contra toda fuerza opuesta, Romeo y Julieta
dramatiza una leyenda popularizada en el Renacimiento por incontables relatos italianos, franceses
e ingleses, en prosa y verso, pero que apenas serA a hoy recordada si no hubiera inspirado esta
primera gran pieza teatral de Shakespeare, donde resabios de la lucha feudal y destellos cA micos
de sirvientes y camaradas se entremezclan magistralmente con el mAjs bello canto al amor.
Romeo y Julieta es una de las obras mAjs populares de Shakespeare; la desgraciada historia de
los amantes de Verona ha trascendido la literatura para situarse en el terreno de lo legendario y de
lo mA tico. En medio de la lucha entre familias rivales, dos personajes juveniles viven un amor tan
apasionado como imposible. La reconciliaciA n llegarAj tarde, cuando ya se ha consumado la
tragedia. La traiciA n, la lealtad, el odio, los celos, la pasiA n, son algunos de los temas que William
Shakespeare llevA a las tablas permitiendo a sus personajes la libertad de elegir entre los caminos
posibles, para luego atenerse a las consecuencias de su proceder. Escrita en cinco actos, Romeo y
Julieta expresa de modo insuperable el mito del amor romAijntico arque tA pico en la civilizaciA n

moderna.
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Customer Reviews

This book is what it says it is--a translation. It provides modern text opposite the page featuring the
original text. For mere translational purposes, this book can’t be beat.lt claims to include "plenty of

helpful commentary,"” but | found such comments to be lacking! Act 1 has sixteen comments and Act



2 has twenty-three, but from here on out, the numbers dwindle. There are no comments in all of Act
5, only two in all of Act 3, and only three in Act 4. That’s only forty-four comments for a book some
two hundred pages long!Perhaps there wasn’t much cause for commentary, or some Acts (such as
3) were pretty short, but | would have liked some and felt it would have helped--plus SparkNotes
made me expect a comment to be on every page! Naturally, | was disappointed by this, especially
considering the book highlights this feature on its cover. Plenty of things my teacher clued my
classmates and me in on weren'’t in the book.For example, when Romeo buys the poison from the
poor apothecary in Mantua, he gives the apothecary a "ducat." My teacher said a ducat is a gold
coin; from the text | couldn’t infer this, and there was no note from SparkNotes to explain for me.The
book also advertises its character analysis, which is in fact quite shallow and brief, providing little if
any real insight.l wasn’t expecting some college-level examination of Romeo and Juliet, but | was
expecting to receive what was promised on the book cover--and | didn’t expect what was promised
to be skimpy!ln addition, | swear some of the translations aren’t correct. Just inferring from the text, |

came up with more probable translations than the book did at times.
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